[Changes in surface activity of surfactant and ultrastructure of the air-blood barrier in alcoholic intoxication in experimental animals].
In the results of complex investigation of the lungs of 26 white rats, it was established, that there is the suppression of surface active properties of surfactant under influence of ethanol. In acute poisoning this suppression is associated with direct injury of surfactant with ethanol and inactivation of surfactant with serum proteins, which appear in the alveolar space because of the edema of air-haematic barrier. In prolonged influence the suppression of the surface activity of surfactant is due to the increase of its catabolism with alveolar macrophages.